
BC Energy Step Code 

Implementation Update

Presented October 2018

Community Services Department

Tim Ryce, P.Eng.

Deputy Chief Building Official



The CNV ESC A-to-B

• Transition to ESC Requirements
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CNV EEBI – 2011 to 2017

Part 3

Buildings



EG 80 for 

cellar floor space exclusion

CNV EEBI – 2011 to 2017

Part 9 Residential

Buildings



CNV Transition to Energy Step Code – Part 3

Current

(Density Bonus)
December 15, 2017 July 1, 2018

Part 3 Residential
1% Bond + 

Enhanced Compliance
Step 1 Step 2*

Part 3 Commercial
1% Bond + 

Enhanced Compliance
Step 1 Step 1*

Moodyville 

Neighbourhood

(all w/ 1% Bond)

Energy Step Code

or Passive House

or LEED Gold

Energy Step Code 

or Passive House

Energy Step Code 

or Passive House

* Base requirement.  Zoning Policy @ www.cnv.org



Estimated Cost Impact of Step Code Adoption in CNV (Part 3)

December 15, 2017 July 1, 2018

Part 3 Residential 0.0% 0.4% – 0.5%

Part 3 Commercial 0.0% 0.0%

Moodyville 

Neighbourhood
0.0% 0.0%



CNV Transition to Energy Step Code – Part 9

Current

(Density Bonus)
December 15, 2017 July 1, 2018

Part 9 Small 

Residential

(Less than 1200 sq.ft.)

BCBC 

(for coach houses)
BCBC Step 1

Part 9 Residential

(Greater than 1200 sq.ft.)

1% Bond + 

EnerGuide 80
Step 2 Step 3

Moodyville 

Neighbourhood

(all w/ 1% Bond)

Highest Step of ESC

or Passive House

or EnerGuide 86

Energy Step Code

or Passive House

Energy Step Code

or Passive House



Estimated Cost Impact of Step Code Adoption in CNV (Part 9)

December 15, 2017 July 1, 2018

Part 9 Small Residential

(Less than 1200 sq.ft.)
0.0% 0.5%

Part 9 Residential

(Greater than 1200 sq.ft.)
0.0% 0.0% - 1.1%

Moodyville 

Neighbourhood
0.0% 0.0%



The CNV ESC A-to-B

• Transition to ESC Requirements

• Clear, Regionally-standardized Application 

Requirements
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Inter-Municipal Alignment

North Shore Energy Step Code 

Requirements

(Residential)

July 1st, 2018

Part 9 Part 3

CNV ESC Step 3 ESC Step 2

DNV ESC Step 3 ESC Step 2

DWV ESC Step 3 ESC Step 2
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Updated Energy Efficiency Verification Documents
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Updated CNV Energy Efficiency Verification Documents

1. Design 

Verification 

Report
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Updated CNV Energy Efficiency Verification Documents

1. Design 

Verification 

Report

2. Design Intent 

Letter
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Updated CNV Energy Efficiency Verification Documents

1. Design 
Verification 
Report

2. Design Intent 
Letter

3. Energy 
Intensity Report



The CNV ESC A-to-B

• Transition to ESC Requirements

• Clear, Regionally-standardized Application 

Requirements

• Support for Design/Construction 

Community
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CNV Educational Opportunities

http://www.cnv.org/stepcode/



CNV Educational Opportunities



CNV Educational Opportunities
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P.A.T.H. Rebate Program – in partnership with BC Hydro



The CNV ESC A-to-B

• Straight Transition to ESC

• Clear, Regionally-standardized Application 

Requirements

• Industry Support 

• “All-in” approach
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“All-in” Approach – Provincial Support

• energystepcode.ca

• BC Housing Research Library
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“All-in” Approach – Educational Opportunities

• BCIT High 

Performance 

Building Lab



Emerging Challenges

23



• How many steps?

– Part 9 Residential:

• FIVE

– Part 3 Residential:

• FOUR

– Part 3 Commercial:

• THREE
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Emerging Challenges



Current Energy Regulations - BC

1. Voluntary - compliance 

through the Building Code

2. Requirement/Incentive –

Bylaw, policy, or other local 

government programs

2017 - ?



• How many steps?

• Multi-Occupancy 

Buildings

– Some Occupancies 

left out of ESC
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Emerging Challenges



• How many steps?

• Multi-Occupancy 

Buildings

• Planning-stage 

compliance decisions
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Emerging Challenges



• For the changes to take effect on December 15, 2017:
– submit full application for a rezoning, development permit, 

or development variance permit, with detailed design 
drawings, by December 14, 2017

– Apply for full building permit within 1 year.

• For the changes to take effect on July 1, 2018:
– submit full application for a rezoning, development permit, 

or development variance permit, with detailed design 
drawings, by June 30, 2018

– Apply for full building permit within 1 year.
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In-Stream Applications



Industry Reaction
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Industry Reaction
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Thank you.

Tim Ryce

Assistant Manager, Inspections

tryce@cnv.org

mailto:tryce@cnv.org


Extra Slides
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Previous Energy Regulations - BC

2008 - 2014



Previous Energy Regulations - BC

1. Voluntary - compliance 

through the Building Code

2. Requirement/Incentive –

Bylaw, policy, or other local 

government programs

2015 - 2016



Current Energy Regulations - BC

1. Voluntary - compliance 

through the Building Code

2. Requirement/Incentive –

Bylaw, policy, or other local 

government programs

2017 - ?
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